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have a chance of making the best of them, the
capacity for authorship, and therefore the number of
competitors, will be enormously spread. It may
also, we will hope, increase the demand for their
work. The same remark applies to every profession
for which intellectual culture is a qualification. Do
we regret the fact ? Would we sentence three-
quarters of the nation to remain stupid, in order that
the fools in the remaining quarter may have a
better chance ? That would be contrary to every
democratic instinct, to the highest as well as the
lowest. But if I say, every office and every pro-
fession shall be open to every man ; success in it
shall depend upon his abilities and merits; and,
further, every child in the country shall have the
opportunity of acquiring the necessary qualifications,
what is that but to accept and to stimulate the spirit
of competition ? What, I ask, is the alternative ?
Should people be appointed by interest ? Or is
nobody to be anxious for official or professional or
literary or commercial success, but only to develop
his powers from a sense of duty, and wait till some
infallible observer comes round and says, " Friend,
take this position, which you deserve " ? Somehow I
do not think that last scheme practicable at present.
But, even in that case, I do not see how the merits
of any man are to be tested without enabling him to